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THEODICY

HOW CAN GOD BE SOVEREIGN AND GOOD 
WHEN THE INNOCENT SUFFER 
AND THE WICKED PROSPER?
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 1-2  PROLOGUE 
Satan ASSAILS GOD AND CLAIMS JOB LOVES GOD BECAUSE OF BLESSINGS.  
GOD ALLOWS SATAN TO ATTACK JOB, WITH IN LIM ITS. 
JOB IS NOT AWARE OF TH IS INTERACTION. 
SATAN BATTERS job IN 2 PHASES; POSSESSIONS, THEN CH ILDREN AND BODY. 
JOB GLORIFIES GOD THE FIRST ROUND, WHEN IT’S ONLY POSSESSIONS. 
THE SECOND ROUND BRINGS INTENSE PAIN, AND JOB REACTS.

3  JOB’S OPEN ING LAMENT 
IN INTENSE PAIN, JOB CRIES OUT.  (WHEN DOES PAIN AFFECT FAITH?) 
JOB SAYS, GOD IS GOOD, BUT HE HAS IT IN FOR ME. 
JOB DOESN’T KNOW THE “WHY,” AND MAKES A FALSE ASSUMPTION. 
H IS FRIENDS WILL JUMP ON H IS CRY, AND DRAW THEIR OWN ASSUMPTIONS. 
(HOW OFTEN DO WE MAKE ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT WHAT GOD IS DOING?)



HABAKKUK 
1:13 

2:1-3 
3:17-19



4-14  FIRST DISPUTE CYCLE 
       

4-5  ELIPHAZ GIVES H IS ASSESSMENT  
measured, dign ified speech. Right in concept, wrong in application. 
can’t resist lecturing job. patronizing. 
job, you were upright and an encourager, but now you despair. 
mortals have no standing before god; we deserve pun ishment. 
So be patient and don’t be a fool. don’t despise god’s discipline. 
implication: you’re getting what you deserve. 

6-7  Job RESPONDS  
in great pain. complains in agony. a bit self-righteous. 
god’s arrows have made me m iserable. put me out of my m isery. 
the words of my friends are cruel and unhelpful. i need kindness.  
be specific: how have i sinned in a way that deserves judgment? 
exaggerates: God won’t relent from tormenting me. i have no hope. 



4-14  FIRST DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

8  BILDAD SPEWS H IS ASSESSMENT 
is arrogant/condescending/CALLOUS. assumeS much in judgment.  
JOB, your ch ildren got what they deserved. 
YOU’RE A BLOWHARD. GOD’S ON YOU BECAUSE YOU SINNED. REPENT. 

9-10  JOB RESPONDS 
DOES NOT MOCK GOD, but says there is no way to argue with god. 
God will not let up on me, but “fills me with bitterness.” 
God destroys blameless and wicked both. I f not god, who? 
even i f I act cheerful, i know I’m still damned by you. [ASSUMPTIONS] 
dread of god terrifi es me. i loathe my life. 
You know i’m innocent; you made me; but you want to destroy me. 
i shouldn’t have been born. leave me in peace for the few days i have 
left in my life. JOB IS INTENSELY DEPRESSED. WANTS “SUICIDE BY GOD.” 



4-14  FIRST DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

11  ZOPHAR 
CRUEL, SEVERE, MONSTROUSLY JUDGMENTAL. 
THOUGHT JOB WAS GETTING much LESS THAN HE DESERVED. 
JOB HAS SECRET SIN, PRIDE, HARDNESS OF HEART. GOD IS EXPOSING H IM. 
JOB IS SINFUL, WORTHLESS, STUPID; ONLY HOPE IS TO BREATHE H IS LAST. 
BUT—PUT AWAY WICKEDNESS AND IT WILL BE RAINBOWS AND DAISIES. 



4-14  FIRST DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

12-14  JOB’S RESPONSE 
MATCHES ZOPHAR’S HARSHNESS WITH SARCASM. 
IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER PEOPLE ARE GOOD OR BAD. 
GOD DOES WHATEVER HE WISHES—AND CANNOT BE PUT IN A BOX. 
WHY DOES A GOOD GOD ALLOW EVIL? (FRIENDS WERE SUPERFICIAL ON TH IS) 
THE FRIENDS ARGUE GOD’S CASE WITH FLATTERY/DECEIT. 
job’s mood swings wildly, so don’t look for consistency. h is 
confidence wavers.  
[isn’t th is how we are, under stress? faith takes a beating.] 
my only way out is death (but I could be resurrected…) 
but god prefers to destroy me. 



15-21  SECOND DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

15  ELIPHAZ 
OUT OF PATIENCE AND POLITENESS.  
HAMMERS JOB WITH RHETORICAL QUESTIONS. 
JOB’S WORDS EMPTY, DECEITFUL, IRREVERENT. CAME FROM H IS SIN. 
JOB IS ARROGANT, SINFUL, AND UNWISE. 

THE WICKED MAN DOES NOT PROSPER. NOR DO THE INNOCENT SUFFER. 
ABSOLUTE: LAW OF NATURE BLESSED THE RIGHTEOUS; NO MERCY FOR SINNERS. 
GOD IS MECHANICAL AND TRANSACTIONAL. THE WICKED ALWAYS SUFFER. 

THE TH INGS DESCRIBED IN THE LAST HALF OF CHAPTER DID HAPPEN TO JOB, 
SO ELIPHAZ IS GIVING JOB A REBUKE FI LLED WITH ACID. 



15-21  SECOND DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

16-17  JOB’S RESPONSE 
MATCHES THE WORDS OF ELIPHAZ, BUT CONTRADICTS THEM. 
CONTRADICTS THE OPEN ING WORDS OF ALL 3 FRIENDS. 
ALL MEN ARE VILE, YOU SAY? I AM UPRIGHT. 
HOW TO COUNSEL (OR NOT) IS SEEN IN IN 16:4-5. 

GOD BLAMES H IS “ENEMY” (THE ONE HE HAS MANUFACTURED IN H IS M IND). 
“GOD HAS WORN ME OUT.” 
IS GOD ATTACKING JOB, OR JOB ATTACKING GOD? 
THOUGHT HE WOULD DIE BEFORE VINDICATION (16:18, 17:1). 
not totally lost hope (16:19). 
GOD IS THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN GUARANTEE H IS INNOCENCE (17:3). BUT NO, 
GOD WON’T. 
JOB ENDS TH IS SECTION AS HE BEGAN IT—WITH DESPAIR OF THE GRAVE. 



15-21  SECOND DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

18  BILDAD 
open ing lines (only) are aimed at job. who are you to maintain your 
innocence and criticize your friends? 

then a brutal description of how the wicked will die.  
it is also a th ird person passive/aggressive obliteration of job. 
job belittles us but is self-absorbed. 
job, you don’t understand how god judges the wicked. what you 
describe as god tearing you apart is actually you experiencing the 
consequences of your own sin.  
GETS VERY PERSONAL—THE SKIN DISEASE, THE LOSS OF CH ILDREN. 
THE MEMORY OF THE WICKED (I.E., JOB) WILL PERISH. 
EVERYONE IS APPALLED BY JOB. 
HE KNOWS NOT GOD. 



15-21  SECOND DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

19  JOB’S RESPONSE 
with all four men, the arguments lock in at the extremities. you can   
be stubborn and convinced of your rightness… and be wrong… 

He is increasingly irritated by h is friends’ attacks and arrogance. 
   he feels abandoned and wronged by god. 
   He blames god for estranging h is relationsh ips. 
   he sees h is friends join ing god in pursuing (tormenting) h im. 
 and yet, he fin ishes with a remarkable expression of faith and hope.   
 he warns h is friends that god will judge their false accusations. 

   H is redeemer lives, and job will see h im.  
he has a firm conviction in god, and god will be h is advocate. 
A mood swing from a faith step: he gets perspective; god will indeed 
vindicate the innocent when all is said and done. 

  



15-21  SECOND DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

20  ZOPHAR 
ANOTHER POEM ON THE GHASTLY FATE OF THE WICKED. 
BEAUTIFUL LITERATURE, GROSSLY M ISAPPLIED. 
HE DEFENDS MAN’S FAITH IN A MORAL UN IVERSE (ONE GOVERNED BY JUSTICE). 

   BEAUTIFULLY POETIC RHAPSODY ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED.



15-21  SECOND DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

21  JOB’S RESPONSE 
JOB PROVES HE HAS BEEN LISTEN ING TO H IS FRIENDS. 
BUT ARE THEY EVEN LISTEN ING TO H IM ANY MORE? 
IT’S A FEARSOME TH ING TO COMPLAIN AGAINST GOD, BUT WHAT DO I DO? 
BETTER TO COMPLAIN THAN BE INDIFFERENT OR FULL OF VAPID CLICHE. 
JOB ANGUISHED OVER NOT UNDERSTANDING WHAT GOD WAS DOING, BUT AT 
LEAST JOB TRIED TO. H IS FRIENDS ARROGANTLY ASSUMED THEY KNEW. 
HE FLATLY DEN IED THEIR ASSERTIONS ABOUT THE WICKED. 
THE LOGIC—TO SPEAK OF THE HORRIBLE FATE OF THE WICKED, WHEN JOB SAYS 
THAT THE WICKED OFTEN PROSPER, IS NOT TO PROVE THAT JOB IS WICKED. 
IT’S AN EN IGMA, REALLY: WHY DO THE WICKED PROSPER???!!!  IT’S JOB’S VERY 
H IGH VIEW OF GOD THAT MAKES IT SUCH A DILEMMA! 
THE ANSWER, THOUSANDS OF YEARS LATER, STILL ESCAPES US. it is impossible 
to define just retribution by what we see in our world. only god… 



22-26  TH IRD DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

22  ELIPHAZ 
Eliphaz reacts to job saying god allowed wickedness to go 
unpun ished. 
Man can do noth ing to benefit god. 
overboard on divine transcendence;  
man is noth ing in god’s eyes. Even man’s virtue is worthless. 
eliphaz has come to agree with the other two “friends”—job is a 
wretched sinner being pun ished. No vindication possible. 
job has deceived h imself. “are not your sins endless?” 
uses job’s own words to refute h im. 
Could not process how job could wrestle with god. 
no flexibility. 
“only” conlusion: he Calls job to repentance, quite eloquently. 
irony: god will have the “impious” job pray for the three: job 42:8. 



22-26  TH IRD DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

23-24  JOB’S RESPONSE 
debate about whose words these are. 
job—i was terrifi ed by god, and didn’t understand what he was 
doing. 
god is absent; i want to find h im, but can’t. (sound familiar?) 
what is h is plan for me? I’m scared. 
why doesn’t god make th ings just and right? 
why are the needy abused? why doesn’t god do someth ing? 
(Does not say that the wicked are never pun ished.) 



22-26  TH IRD DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

25  BILDAD 
th is is the last statement by the three counselors. 
regarding god’s power:  
job said that god’s power was arbitrary. 
friends said that god’s power was justice. 
God said that h is power was mystery and love. 

BILDAD SAID THAT GOD’S POWER IS EVERYWHERE, SO MAN IS A MAGGOT. 
JOB, YOU CAN’T REACH GOD BECAUSE YOU ARE A WORM (MAGGOT). 
JOB, YOU CAN’T BE MADE—OR SHOWN TO BE—BLAMELESS. 



22-26  TH IRD DISPUTE CYCLE 
    

26  JOB’S RESPONSE 
YOU’RE AN IGNORANT MORON, WITH A LIM ITED VIEW OF GOD. 
SPEAKING OF HOPELESS, YOU ARE HOPELESS AS COUNSELORS. 
MAN MAY NOT GET THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S POWER, BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN 
MAN IS A MAGGOT. 
GOD’S CREATION SHOULD MAKE US STAND IN AWE; NOT FEEL MAGGOTY. 
HOW CAN WE COMPREHEND GOD’S GREATNESS AND POWER? 



27  JOB’S CLOSING DISCOURSE 
    

HE USES  IMPRECATORY RHETORIC TO SAY THAT WHAT H IS COUNSELORS 
ACCUSE H IM OF WILL ACTUALLY COME DOWN ON THEIR HEADS. 
THE WICKED DESERVE GOD’S WRATH—BUT I AM NOT ONE OF THEM. 
GOD MOCKS YOU FROM HEAVEN. 



28  INTERLUDE ON WISDOM
(THE DEBATE HAS REACHED AN IMPASSE. IT CAN GO NO FURTHER.) 
AUTHOR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN JOB. AUTHOR IS COOL/CALM, JOB IS HOT. 

MAN CAN FIND GOLD, BUT HE CAN’T FIND WISDOM. 
WISDOM IS CONCEALED FROM THE CREATION. 
WISDOM IS SCARCE AND MORE VALUABLE THAN ANYTH ING ON EARTH. 
IT COMES FROM GOD, AND HE SEES AND KNOWS ALL. 
WISDOM FOR MAN IS . . . THE FEAR OF THE LORD. 
SETS UP THE READER FOR THE TIME WHEN GOD WILL SPEAK.



GOD, MAN, AND WISDOM

DEUTERONOMY 4:5-6 

PSALM 111:10 

PROVERBS 8:4-9;  9:10 

ROMANS 11:33 

EPHESIANS 3:8-10 

COLOSSIANS 2:2-3 



29-31  MONOLOGUE BY JOB 
    

JOB SUMS UP H IS CASE LIKE A LAWYER. 
H IS CONCERN IS NOT THE LOSS OF H IS WEALTH, BUT… 
THE LOSS OF H IS DIGN ITY AND FRIENDSH IP WITH GOD. 
     (WHEN JOB WAS “IN H IS PRIME.”  WHEN HE WAS SOMEBODY. 

WHAT GIVES US GLORY? DO WE LOOK AT THE PAST WITH ROSE GLASSES?        
WHEN WERE WE “SOMEBODY”? WE TEND TO SEE OUR BEST IN THE PAST. 
DOES IT MATTER???) 

THERE’S ALSO PRIDE AND SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS IN H IS VINDICATION.  
    COULD IT BE THAT GOD WAS CH IPPING AT H IS PRIDE?  

   STRONG CONTRAST BETWEEN CH 29 AND 30 
   JOB IS NOW LOWER THAN THE LOW PEOPLE. 
   JOB PROTESTS H IS INNOCENCE. 

BUT THE CASE IS NOW IN GOD’S HANDS. 
GOD WILL VINDICATE H IM OR SHOW H IM TO BE A LIAR. 
I F JOB IS A LIAR, HE’LL BE PUN ISHED. 



32-37  MONOLOGUE BY ELIHU, PART 1
ELIHU HAS BEEN LISTEN ING THE WHOLE TIME. 
HE IS VERY ELOQUENT AND POETIC. 
HE IS SAID TO BE ANGRY FOUR TIMES: 
     FOR JOB JUSTIFYING H IMSELF and 
     WITH JOB’S FRIENDS FOR NOT PROVING JOB WRONG. 

ELIHU SAYS SUFFERING IS DISCIPLINARY AND REDEMPTIVE. 
BUT PROLOGUE SAYS JOB'S SUFFERING IS TO VINDICATE GOD’S TRUST IN H IM. 
ELIHU’S SPEECHES ARE THE BRIDGE TO THE THEOPHANY (GOD’S APPEARING). 
H IS THEOLOGY IS MORE BALANCED THAN THAT OF JOB’S FRIENDS. 

ELIHU IS NOT SO MUCH CONCERNED THAT THE FRIENDS CONDEMNED JOB 
FALSELY. HE’S CONCERNED THAT IN NOT DISPROVING JOB’S CLAIMS TO BE 
INNOCENT THE FRIENDS INSTEAD CONDEMNED GOD (BECAUSE THEY TAUGHT 
THAT GOD ONLY PUN ISHES THE WICKED, NOT THE INNOCENT).



32-37  MONOLOGUE BY ELIHU, PART 2
HIS ATTACKS ON JOB ARE LIM ITED TO THE STATEMENTS JOB MADE. 
ELIHU DID NOT ATTACK JOB H IMSELF, AND IS NOT REBUKED BY GOD. 
QUOTES JOB FREQUENTLY, USING H IS NAME (FRIENDS DID NOT). 
elihu believes in grace, but even though god forgives you will also 
reap what you sow. 

CHALLENGES JOB’S EXTREME LANGUAGE.  
(JOB WAS EXTREME BECAUSE HE WANTED TO BE HONEST, BUT HE WAS ALSO 
INCONSISTENT.)  
eLIHU CHALLENGED JOB’S INCONSISTENCY IN WANTING VINDICATION WHILE      
ALSO SAYING THAT GOD DIDN’T CARE. 
ELIHU WAS WARMER TOWARD GOD THAN THE FRIENDS (GOD IS A GOD OF 
JUSTICE AND LOVE BOTH). 

CAN WE REALLY TELL I F ONE IS UNDER JUDGMENT? 



38-42  MONOLOGUE BY GOD 
    

GOD SPEAKS OUT OF THE STORM, NOT “GOLDEN SPLENDOR” (ELIHU). 
GOD REBUKES JOB FOR H IS MOMENTS OF RAGE, CALLING GOD H IS ENEMY. 
GOD NEVER SAYS WHY JOB SUFFERED, OR WHY THE WICKED PROSPER. 
BUT GOD NEVER AFFIRMS WHAT THE FRIENDS WERE SAYING.  
SO WE SEE (42:7-8) THAT JOB WAS INNOCENT ALL ALONG. 

BUT GOD WANTS H IM TO SEE: I’M YOUR CREATOR, SUSTAINER, FRIEND. 
JOB IS GIVEN A MASTERCLASS ON GOD’S POWER AND GOODNESS.  
NO DIRECT ANSWER TO JOB’S SUFFERING (“WHY”) IS NEEDED. IT’S THE “WHO” 
THAT MATTERS.  
TWO TH INGS ARE ON DISPLAY:  

GOD’S SOVEREIGN AND CREATIVE MAGNIFICENCE; 
JOB’S PUN INESS. 



40, 42  JOB’S CLOSING CONTRITION 
    

JOB REALIZES THERE’S NOTH ING HE CAN SAY IN LIGHT OF GOD’S GREATNESS. 
NOW HE SEES, NOW HE UNDERSTANDS. THE WHIN ING IS OVER. 
JOB REPENTS, UNEQUIVOCABLY. 
GOD WILL BLESS H IM TREMENDOUSLY. 

BUT GOD WILL BLISTER JOB’S THREE FRIENDS FOR THEIR ARROGANCE. 
THEY HAVE TO COME TO JOB FOR FORGIVENESS. JOB IS ACQUITTED. 

THE BOOK ENDS WITH THE MASSIVE BLESSING OF JOB—MORE THAN BEFORE. 
AND HE LIVES TO A RIPE OLD AGE. 


